
Thursday, October 19, 2023
School Council Minutes

École Edwards Elementary School
Airdrie, Alberta

October School Council meeting, held in person at the school and available via Zoom. Video can be

found on the École Edwards School Council Facebook page.

The 2023/2024 School Council Executive is Jacelyn Rohleder as Chair, Darcy Searcy as Vice

Chair, Cayla Bergeron-Campbell as Secretary, and Amanda Gauthier as Treasurer.

edwards-schoolcouncil@rvschools.ab.ca

AGENDA ITEM NOTES
Welcome:
(Jacelyn Rohleder, Chair)

6:35pm - Meeting is called to order by Jaceyln.
Introductions are made. Approximately 16 parents in
attendance, and 5 teachers.

Mission:
This Month's PBIS Focus :
Jacelyn WE BELONG!

- This year the school is not doing school colour teams,
we are all team Edwards!
- School sticker charts will be starting soon (anytime a
student does a good act or behaviour, any staff member
can give them a sticker; all grades are included.
- Grade 1 hosted an assembly recently and they did a
great job. Different grades will be hosting assemblys
throughout the year.
- Choir has started, and there is a lot of interest.
- There is a new welcome sign at front with all the
languages represented at Edwards.

Treasurer Report (Amanda):
*PDF Attached*

- School Council was at $4632.97 last meeting. With
the adjustments made for last June (+ $1830.11), the
account is at $6453.08 .
- 2 fun lunches have not come through yet from last year.

Agenda Items:
1. Update on Casino

Fundraiser
- Thank you to all the volunteers. It went well.
- We should see the funds from the Casino in January
2024.
- We were advised by the Casino that the funds coming
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to the school should increase to approximately $60,000.
- The school has 2 years to spend the money.
- Bonnie has already applied for the next Casino that will
be held in 3 years (2026).
- Thanks Bonnie!

2. October Fun Lunch and
new lunch times

- Subway fun lunch went really well, and it was well
organized.
- Next fun lunch is November 8th, Chopped Leaf. Due
date to order is November 3rd.
- School lunch times have changed: Gr 1-3 =
11:45am-12:05pm, Gr 4-5 = 12:05pm-12:25pm.

3. Staff Appreciation
Dinner Oct 25

- 3 way conferences are being held Oct 25 and 26
- Going through your child`s goals and progress,
(Parent, Child and Teacher involved)

- Staff Appreciation Dinner: School Council prepares a
Taco meal for the teachers and staff on Oct 25, just
before 3 Way Conferences are held.

- We still need volunteers and items purchased.
- The link for School Soft is on the school website,
please login and sign up for your time slot with your
child`s teacher.
- There are no time slots needed for Kindergarten
parents this time, as there is an Open House for Kinders.
Goal setting with the Kinders and parents will happen in
the spring.

4. Student Care Program
and Breakfast Program

- Breakfast Program used to have grant funding
($10,000) from the government, but that funding has
now been cut to $2000.

- the program is open to any child who wants food.
- last year, the program was held every school day
for 1 hr in the morning (offering toast, boiled eggs,
yogurt, cheese, fruit).
- this year, we can offer buttered toast and boiled
eggs every Tuesday and Thursday for 1 hr
- BIG THANK YOU to the volunteers who have given
their time to pick up Cobb`s bread every 2nd Monday,
slicing the bread, boiling and peeling the eggs.
- BIG THANK YOU you to the Office Staff for helping
as well

- How can we help this very important program?
- can we utilize outside groups for volunteering?



- can the Food Bank provide any help? = they are
stretched thin with the economy how it is now, there
was an email sent to them.
- any information on the Breakfast Canada program?
Can they help out?
- we are $8000 short from what we had before.
- last year the school had 2 paid workers for the
breakfast program.
- if we were able to use volunteers instead of paid
staff, how much money would be needed for food
alone?
- can we budget a percentage from each fundraiser
to go to the breakfast club?
- Bonnie made a motion to use $3000 of the
School Council account to support the Breakfast
program; Jenny seconded the motion, and the
motion was voted to proceed.

- Student Care program -provides food and clothing to
any student who requires it.
- There has been a substantial increase in students
using the Student Care program to get fruit, since the
breakfast program has not been running.

5. Cookie Dough
Fundraiser

-Update; our goal was to sell $6000 worth of Cookie
Doug, we are now sitting at $12,000 sold, with a
potential profit of $3500-$4000
- Nov 1 Cookie Dough will be at school to pick up after
school until 6:30pm at front of school
- Volunteers will be needed from 1-3pm to sort the
orders, and from 3pm-6:30pm for dough pickup.

6. Cookie Decorating Kit
Fundraiser for
December

-New fundraiser for this year
-16 pre-made cookies, 2 or 3 icings, and candy.
- email to come out in November
- $20 a kit, order through a Google form and e-transfer

7. Allocation of funds
raised

- $3000 allocated to breakfast program
- need quotes before we allocate funds for bussing for
Gr 4-5 ski trip.=TABLE
- Gr 5 camp and bussing =TABLE
- Indigenous author =TABLE
- Quest theatre - in April $1900 =TABLE



8. Socktober progress - 1150 pairs out of 1500 pair goal. We can do this!

9. Grade 5, Teacher
Report (Ms. Ferguson)

- Ms. Ferguson (Gr 5 teacher) was at the meeting to talk
about the Grade 5 Camp, held in June.
- It is a 1 night sleepover camp, held at the InterVarsity
Pioneer Camp, where the students enjoy activites like
horseback riding, archery, rock climbing, etc.
- This year, the Gr.5s will be split into 2 camp day, June
18 and Jun 19.
- The cost for the camp alone is approximately $145 per
student. With bussing, it would be approximately $200
per student.
- The grade 5 students and teachers have come up with
some fundraising ideas they would like to do, to offset
some of the costs.

- Hot dog day - sell hot dog, bag of chips, juice box
for students, and have the Gr. 5 students/parents
volunteer to cook and organize
- Bottle drive - Gr.5 still has an account at the
Hometown Bottle Depot, will need volunteers to
collect and bring the bottles there (Cayla has
volunteered)
- Bake sales at concerts and other school events
- Christmas gift catalog
- Gift basket raffle - through PACE
- Purdy’s chocolate order
- Hoop-athon, skate-athon
- Little Caesars kits
- Duct tape teachers to wall

10. Anything extra - School Council Fundraisers - Cookie Decorating Kit,
Spring Flowers, School Dance, Read-a-thon
- Let’s make a list upcoming fundraisers ( Grade 5
fundraisers and school council fundraisers) and send out
an email so everyone can keep track and plan ahead.

Principal Report (Principal
Rachelle Prud’Homme)
*PDF Attached*

- Edwards is currently at %84 capacity.
- A new learning assistant has been hired.
- Socktober is going well, almost at our goal.
- There are new recess rules.
- Clubs have started in school (Gym games, Choir)



1. School Goals 1. Students are performing math or reading at or above
grade level.
2. Students have a sense of purpose in life, understand
their own and other cultures, and are goal oriented,
building leadership skills.
3. Students are happy, healthy, feel they belong and are
safe, and experience success in learning environments
that are inclusive of every learner.

2. Learning supports
model

Triangle
1. Universal support
2. Targeted support
3. Specialized support
Will discuss more in November -TABLE

Parent Wellness (Mme. Hooper) Self confidence builds resiliency:
- sense of self is what makes us human.
- knowing we are accepted and belong allows us to take
risks and grow
- help build child’s self confidence by validating their
emotions and self understanding.

School Trustee, RVS (Todd
Brandt)

- RVS elected Fiona Gilbert as Chair, and Judy Hunter
as Vice Chair.
- RVS has launched Balance Airdrie Student Spaces:
there are serious space issues in Airdrie schools, this is
an outline of potential options to help balance space.

- Ideas - Grade configuration changes in schools,
create a 4th high school using a middle school,
change borders of schools.
- Interested parties will have opportunities to go to
public meetings, hear the options, and give
feedback.

- The number of RVS students have increased this year
by approximately 1000, half being in Airdrie.
- The biggest capacity issue is in high schools;
over %100 capacity in all Airdrie high schools.
- only 2 schools in Airdrie are under %80 capacity
- Priority is being given to create new student spaces.
- Langdon high school should be opened in Sept 2024.

Questions?
-Why are the changes taking so long to implement,
when the need is now? = The time frames give time
for families and schools to make adjustments as



needed.
- Are there any new schools planned for airdrie? =
There is design funding right now for a high school
and K-8 school in SW Airdrie, but now we need
construction funding.
- Has RVS considered a hybrid (half online, half in
person)school for elementary school? For students
with mental health issues? = Currently there are 2
full online schools. If a student is in physical school
now, they probably not interested in online
schooling.

- Is there anyone in school board parents can
talk to about the possibility of creating a hybrid
school? - Parents can email RVS trustees
directly, provide feedback, or present
issues/solutions to the board of trustees at
meetings.

- *Note from Principal: There are more and more
students with mental health issues and anxiety here at
Edwards.

New Agenda Items -What can we do with Casino funds when they come in?
= It can go to anything for the school, as long as it’s not
consumables/things the students take home. A lot of the
time, technology is upgraded with the funds.

Open Floor for Questions - Remember to check the École Edwards School Council
Facebook page, sign up for the REMIND app, and email
School Council to be added to the volunteer list.

Adjournment - 8:26 pm meeting adjourned.

THANK YOU to everyone who took the time to come out
to the meeting, watch the meeting on Zoom, or read the
minutes. We appreciate you and welcome any
comments!

Let’s make the 2023-2024 school year at

École Edwards our best yet!
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École Edwards Elementary School Fundraising
DATE Event  Revenue  Expense  Balance 

1-Sep-23 Carry Forward  $        4,632.97  $       4,632.97 
10-Oct-23 Adjustment for overage on Community outreach ($1,830.11)  $       6,463.08 
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 $       6,463.08 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 
 - 



TOTAL  $        4,632.97  $                     (1,830.11)  $       6,463.08 
 Fun Lunch 

 Name  Revenue  Expense 
 $                   -   
 $                   -   
 $                   -   
 $                   -   
 $                   -   
 $                   -   
 $                   -   
 $                   -   
 $                   -   

 TOTAL  $                     -    $                                    -    $                   -   
 Commitments 

 TOTAL REVENUE  $       4,632.97 
 TOTAL EXPENSES  $     (1,830.11)
 TOTAL COMMITMENTS  $                   -   

 TOTAL FUNDS AVAILAB   $       6,463.08 


